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Sunday
8:30 AM Service, Rite I

In-person

10:30 AM Service, Rite II
In-person and online on Facebook

Wednesday
12:05 PM Noonday Holy Eucharist
In-person and online on Facebook

WORSHIP WITH US
CLERGY
The Reverend Keith Pozzuto, Rector
keith@christchurchtemple.org
254.255.4451

The Reverend Dave Scheider,  
Assisting Priest
dave@christchurchtemple.org
254.207.0931

The Reverend Becky Sparks,  
Deacon
becky@christchurchtemple.org
254.255.4264

The Rev. Rachel Harber,  
Associate Episcopal Missioner 
to Bell County
gatheredtogether254@gmail.com

VESTRY  (Elected Leadership)
Georgie McAteer, Sr. Warden
gjm310526@gmail.com

Robert Atmar, Jr. Warden
ratmar57@gmail.com

STAFF
Sally Louth, Director of Parish Life
sally@christchurchtemple.org
254.773.1658

Leon Couch, Director of Music
Gerald Nicholas, Choir Director
music@christchurchtemple.org

Ami Hooper, Dir. of Communication
ami@christchurchtemple.org
254.207.0649
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Fr. Keith Pozzuto

The beauty of a Christmas Eve service always strikes me. 
Growing up at St. Stephens Episcopal Church in McKeesport, 
PA, we would have this packed house with midnight 
candlelight Christmas services, the tree all decorated, the 
creche in the front with Baby Jesus, greenery everywhere, 
candles in the windows; as I look back, it was majesty and 
beauty, a sense of the awe of God.  

What is Christmas? To separate the incarnation of our 
Savior from our own living lives is befuddling. Jesus came to 
dwell in a family, to be raised by a mom and dad, to play with 
friends, to stub his toe, to need his mother’s milk; he depended 
on us; he was vulnerable, the very God of the universe, 
needing his mommy! What love? What care? What trust God 
had in a family.  

We come here tonight as a family, maybe a family dealing 
with addiction, depression, anxiety, divorce, financial 
hardship, loss of a loved one, pain, and illness.  Or perhaps 
you are like I was growing up, and tonight you are filled with 
awe.  The awe of the beauty, the awe that your loved ones are 
all together and at Church!  

However you arrive tonight, know that you are loved!  The 
promise of the Incarnation / Nativity of our Savior Jesus is 
as powerful today as it was when the shepherds made their 
announcements. 

God dwells with us!
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In December of 1968, I was a teenager –  just barely.  On Christmas Morning 
I woke up on the couch  in the living room of my Grandparents’ house and 
was excited to see a brand-new saddle.   (I have the couch in my house and 
still sleep on it when my house is full of guests.)  The saddle?  I outgrew it 
and got others more suited to my “horsemanship.” 

When the “snow” on the TV went away early that morning, I listened as 
the Astronauts of Apollo 8  took turns reading  the first 10 verses of Genesis. 
It was the first time we had an image from the moon taken from a Space 
Capsule. We saw our first moonrise. Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and Bill 
Anders became the first humans to orbit another world. 

And just the other day I learned that the Hobby-Eberly Telescope Dark 
Energy experiment has identified 240,000 galaxies through the Dark Energies 
Explorers Program of  McDonald Observatory. How many galaxies are in the 
universe? 100 -200 billion have been estimated through the views from the 
Hubble Telescope looking past the edges of our galaxy.  That’s mind boggling! 

Our Christmas story draws us back to the tender concern of God. In Psalm 
8:4 we hear and consider : 

 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him 
    human beings that you care for them?[a] 

It’s even more mindboggling when we consider that God entered the world 
as a baby. God who created billions of galaxies has intentionally revealed 
Himself in a Baby, a Child who will grow and become a man who will 
change our experience as “mere mortals.” Our minds cannot comprehend 
the vastness of Creation revealed in God who came as a baby. 

Yet we read and experience the story of shepherds who saw angels, of 
wise men who followed a star, of a baby who was born in the company of 
sheep and cattle.  

I do not suggest that we try to fathom the immenseness of God’s creation.  
I only suggest that in our experience this Christmas we consider the 
magnificence of God coming into our world as a child.  And in the Baby 
Jesus we find our core – and our hearts swell as we consider the immense 
love that we are offered.  Love that we receive as we simply open our hearts 
to the gift that the wise men journeyed for.  Love that has been given to the 
whole world.  Love that we can share.  

 

 

The Rev. Becky Sparks, Deacon

What child is this?
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Expectation, hopeful waiting, rejoicing— all of these are themes we explore 
in Advent. At the Episcopal Church Plant in Belton we’ve been using the 
Women’s Lectionary this Advent season. The texts we have been reading as 
a church have been stories about expectation, specifically the expectation 
of a mother waiting for the arrival of a child. And not just the expectation of 
any child, but a child born through miraculous circumstances. 

These women all have reasons to rejoice. Hagar is visited by God and 
told she and her child are remembered by God and cared for. Sarah is 
reminded to not give up hope even after twenty-five years of waiting for a 
child. Elizabeth is waiting for a child that is meant to make the way for the 
Messiah even though she is past her child-bearing years. And Mary, Mary is 
waiting for a child who will disrupt systems of power and usher in a world 
shaped like love. 

This sense of miraculous conception, expectant waiting and rejoicing at 
the works of God are not only themes in our text, but a very real reality we 
are living into over in Belton. Seven years ago in a balcony in Washington 
D.C. the Holy Spirit gave me a vision of a new church community. One 
where those on the fringes longing for love and community and Christ 
can be welcomed. I had no idea where that community would be or who 
it would consist of. But I knew what had been promised, what had been 
revealed. And I waited in hope-filled expectation for its arrival. And now 
here we are. 

In the past month our little community of six meeting under a tree in a 
park has moved into a home in Downtown Belton. We have an office and a 
worship space and Children’s Ministry space. Our numbers have gone from 
nineteen to twenty-three to thirty-nine! We are in a season of rejoicing: a 
season of marveling at what great things the Lord has done. And we sing out 
in the words of Mary: our soul doth magnify the Lord and our spirit hath 
rejoiced in God our Savior who has looked upon our little flock and been 
with us in our birth pains as the love of Christ is manifesting in our midst. 
And so in this Advent season, as we move towards the manger, we feel the 
Christ child in our midst and we do indeed rejoice for the great things the 
Lord has done. 

The Rev. Rachel Harber
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We are so glad 
you’ve found us.

Our hope is that you will 
more fully experience 
the presence of God in 
your life as you worship 
with us and continue your 
spiritual journey at Christ 
Episcopal Church. You are 
invited to participate fully 
in the life of this commu-
nity: worship, study, join a 
small group, participate in 
a variety of opportunities 
to serve others.



9

I’d like to grow in my faith with adult education: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to join a Small Group: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to learn about Children’s Ministry: 
Jennifer Teague, jteague5@aol.com
I’d like to learn about Youth Ministry: 
Nikki Morrow, (254) 534-0947
I’d like to learn about Outreach Ministry: 
Rev. Becky Sparks, Deacon, becky@christchurchtemple.org
I want to join the Altar Guild: Michelle Weller, michellemweller@gmail.com
I have a pastoral care need: 
Rev. Keith Pozzuto, Rector, keith@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to join Christ Church: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I want to serve in the liturgy: Michelle Weller,michellemweller@gmail.com
I’d like to add a name to the prayer list: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to sign up for the email list: 
Ami Hooper, ami@christchurchtemple.org
I want to access the Parish Directory: 
Ami Hooper, ami@christchurchtemple.org
I want to honor someone with a donation of altar flowers: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to join the Christ Church Parishioner’s Facebook group:  
Ami Hooper, ami@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to join Christ Church’s Choir: 
Gerald Nicholas, nicholasg254@gmail.com
I want to make a donation or check the status of my pledge: 
Sally Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org
I’d like to sign up for the Women’s Bible Study: 
Rev. Glennda Hardin, Deacon, gh_deacon@chemcoengineering.com
I’d like to sign up for the E-Men: Art Boyer, alboyer2014@gmail.com
I’d like to sign up for the Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Betty Broome, thebroomes@verizon.net
I’d like to volunteer for Feed My Sheep: 
Kerry Hancock, kerry.hancock1@icloud.com
I’d like to learn about the Daughters of the King: 
Sue Johnston, sjohnstonfnp@sbcglobal.net
I’d like to learn about the Endowment Foundation: 
Tom Normand, tnormand720@gmail.comW
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
CHRIST CHURCH
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Founded in 1883 as a mission, Christ Church 
was among the first congregations established 
in Temple shortly after the city was founded. 
As Temple grew, so did the tiny Episcopal 
mission, which finally achieved self-supporting 
congregational status in 1902. 

Parishioners immediately began fund-
raising to erect its stately English-Gothic 
house of worship reflecting its Anglican 
roots. Donors from all faiths and backgrounds 
throughout Temple generously supported the 
construction, completed by 1905, when the 
first service was conducted.  

Over the years, members of Christ Episcopal 
Church became known for benevolence and 
community involvement. For example, during 
the 1930s, Great Depression, Christ Episcopal 
in cooperation with other denominations took 
an active lead in assisting and operating food 
banks for the poor and unemployed. 

During World War II, the church graciously 
opened its doors to servicemen from nearby 
Camp Hood (now Fort Hood). War-weary 
soldiers could get home-cooked meals, take 
showers or just relax. Additionally, many 
church members were actively involved as 
Red Cross volunteers or leading music therapy 
classes for wounded soldiers recovering at 
McCloskey Army General Hospital (now the 
Central Texas Veterans Health Care Center). 

Throughout the 20th century, Christ 
Church members rose to prominence in 
the community as mayors, state legislators, 
judges, district attorneys, artists, musicians, 
professors, military officers, physicians and 
business executives. 

By the beginning of the 21st century, 
the congregation committed itself to 
modernizing and additions, kicking off 
a decade-long undertaking to improve 
and restore its historic building and 
grounds. Our first “Living Stones” 
campaign included $2.8 million for the 
nearly 15,000-square-foot addition of a 
new narthex, parish hall, library, kitchen, 
parlor, nursery, classrooms, choir room, 
office and administrative facilities, and 
columbarium, as well as upgrading and 
refurbishing the Church’s exterior. 

However, the church is more than bricks 
and mortar; it’s composed of members, 
all committed to our mission statement, 
“knowing Christ and making him known.” 

We are busy serving the needs of the 
congregation through our pastoral care 
program and the needs of the community 
by providing lunches and hot meals to the 
homeless and poor, providing guidance 
and tutoring to at-risk school children, 
delivering Eucharist to homebound and 
hospitalized persons, supporting medical 
missions in Honduras, and providing 
hundreds of backpacks for school children 
from families in need in the Temple area. 
Christ Church also hosts benefit concerts 
for the community, “Music to Help Others,” 
raising funds to local charities. 

We follow the example of our forefathers 
and foremothers who, nearly 140 years ago, 
worshipped God, appreciated our Anglican 
roots, served others and opened doors to 
people of all backgrounds. 

Patty Benoit
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tear here

Name

Address

Phone       Email

q Add me to the mailing list

q I would like a call from the clergy

q I would like to learn more about the Episcopal Church

q I would like more information on joining Christ Episcopal Church

Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, 
you are welcome here at Christ Episcopal Church.

We are the church of the open door, open minds, and open hearts. 
You are affirmed and celebrated as the beloved child of God that you are.

Connect with us

Fill out this section, tear at the perfed line. Place the connect sheet in the offertory 
plate or hand to an usher.


